Galatians, Lesson 3

1. Why did Paul call Peter out? Who, also, was influenced by Peter because of his decision?
2. Considering Peter’s experience in Acts 11:1-18 and Peter’s agreement to Paul’s message in Gal. 2:6 and 9, how do you account for Peter’s actions here when he comes to Antioch?
3. Why would choosing who you eat with be “not acting in line with the truth of the Gospel”? Was Paul too hard on Peter? Why? In Matt. 9:9-13, what does Jesus think? Also, Matt. 10:10-12; John 4:1-42. 
4. Without being too judgmental of Peter, do real time actions lag behind our bedrock beliefs? How important is it to have someone like Paul, in this case, in our lives? Acts 1:7, 8
5. How does Paul use the word “justified” compared with his opponents, Judaizer’s in verse 2:15 and 16? Why was it so hard for these Judaizers to see the need to be “justified” by faith Jesus Christ? Do good, moral church people also struggle with that?
6. Comparing verses 15-16 with Paul’s preaching in Acts 13:38-39 and 46-48, how would you sum up what the Gospel is all about? 
7. In 2:17, what is Paul not encouraging and what is his reason?
8. From the previous verse, what was destroyed in verse 18? How would that prove I am a lawbreaker?
9. Does following the law prove to be effective for salvation? See Matt. 5: 17-18 and Rom. 8:3. 
10. In what sense have we been “crucified with Christ”?  What does it   
        mean “I no longer live”? Therefore, whose life now motivates us?
       11. What does Gal. 2:20 teach about Christ’s (God’s) attitude toward us? 
       12. How does Paul turn the tables on his rule-keeping opponents?
       13. What am I free of? Free of the law. 
               Free of the law? Free of the belief we must earn our salvation. Free of
               guilt and shame that comes from constant failure. Free to serve God
               with the right motivation. That motivation is our love for Him and our  
               response to His love for us, not a desire to earn our salvation, which   
               IS impossible. P. S. This freedom must not be used as an excuse for
               sin, Gal. 5:13. Neither can we be successful by our own strength. 
        14. If you are a “justice” person, how does the Gospel of unmerited favor 
               strike you?

