Galatians, Lesson 1
Introduction: Author: Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles  
Date:47-50 A.D. (First or second letter written by Paul) Around the time of the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15. Was Galatians written as a result of the council’s decision?
Audience: Several Gentile churches in the Province of Galatia that were established by Paul on his 1st missionary journey.
Theme: Paul was angry toward some Jewish-Christians (Judaizers), who were stirring up trouble in these churches. They twisted the Gospel into something Jesus never intended. The Judaizers said that Christ plus circumcision (law keeping) equals right standing before God. Paul’s original Gospel was Christ plus nothing else equals right standing before God.
Principle verse: Gal. 2:16
Implications: If Paul had lost this fight, what would have been the implications for Christianity?
I. Paul is confused about why the Galatians have embraced a different Gospel submitting to circumcision
II. Paul asserts his authority that he received the Gospel directly from Jesus
Galatians 1:1-12
1. In verse 1, how does Paul assert his authority? Why is he so bold?  
2. Besides Jesus giving Himself for their sins, what were they rescued from? What sort of things were we rescued from? 
3. In verse 6, what was Paul astonished or amazed by?
4. Were the believers then rejecting or deserting Christ and turning to a false god? If so, what would be that false god?
5. What was happening to the Galatians believers?
6. If you had spent years planting churches and someone came along and told these churches that the Gospel you shared was not complete, how would you feel and what would you do?
7. What does Paul say will happen to anyone who promotes and teaches a “Gospel” other than that which Paul preached the first time around? 
8. What is the Gospel?
9. What accusation is Paul refuting in verse 10?  
10. What do we learn about Paul’s character? 
11. Why do Galatians need to know Paul is just not passing on second-hand 
        information to them?     
12. Have you ever had doubts or strayed from the Gospel? How do you feel   
       when your beliefs are contrary to popular opinion or challenged by 
       someone close to you? 
13. On what issue/issues of faith do you need to take a stand?

