A Pattern of Discipleship

A. For background, please read 1 Kings, chapters 18 and 19 and 2 Kings 2, the main discussion will be from 1Kings 19:14-21. 
1. Summarize chapters 18 and19.
2. In 1 Kings 19:14, what is the emotional, mental, and spiritual state of Elijah?
3. What did God tell Elijah to do in 19:15,16? 
4. What did God say these men would do in 19:17? 
Explain how God’s instructions to Elijah about these men would have helped Elijah’s discouragement.
5. What reassurance did God give to Elijah in 19:18? Was God angry with Elijah’s discouragement?
6. In 19:19, describe how Elijah called Elisha? What was the symbolic significance of the act?
a. What was Elisha doing at the time? What does Elisha plowing with a dozen oxen tell you about his socioeconomic status? 
b. What request did Elisha make, and how did Elijah respond in 19:20? What are the similarities and differences of the calling of Elisha and calling of the “Rich young ruler”? (Luke 18:18-30)
c. What did Elisha do before following Elijah in 19:21? 
d. What did Elisha do after slaughtering and cooking the oxen and giving the meat away? 
e. What became of Elisha? (1) Followed and lived with Elijah (2) Became Elijah’s servant, 2 Kings 3:11 (3) Received a double portion of power Elijah’s power                       (4) performed miracles, healed, raised the dead, etc. (5) prophesied against evil kings of Israel (6) served 46 years as prophet of Israel
B. “Hinting” to the Scriptures, Jewish rabbis saturated in the Law, prophets, and the “writings”. In “Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus”, quote, “Both Jesus and Emanuel Tov were using a rabbinic technique well known throughout the centuries. To increase the impact of a statement, rabbis would quote part of a scripture and then let their audience fill in the rest. It was common for them to pepper their teachings with brief quotations and distinctive phrases from the Bible.”
C. Rabbi Jesus, emersed in the Torah, Prophets, and “Writings” practices the same culture of “Rabbinic” teaching and Rabbinic 
a. Compare the calling of Elisha 1Kings 19:14-21 to the disciples of Jesus, Matt. 4:18-20, Matt. and 19:27. What is similar and what is different to the calling of Elisha and the calling of the disciples? 
b. What would be the deeper impact of the Old Testament meaning of Rabbi Jesus’ comment in Luke 9:59-62?
c.  "Why should we spend time talking about ancient discipling methods? Because we, too, are followers of a rabbi. "Like Jesus’s first talmidim, (His disciples) we are to become his faithful disciples. And like them we are called by our Master to “go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19)."
i. “Talmidim” "Talmid (tahl-MEED; plural, talmidim, tahl-mee-DEEM). A disciple or student, one who dedicated himself to learning a rabbi’s understanding of Scripture and his way of living it out. In Greek, a disciple is a mathetes (plural, mathetai). In both languages the words mean “student” or “learner.” A female disciple would be a talmidah in Hebrew, or mathetria in Greek.
ii.  What does Jesus mean when He says follow Him!  There are many verses that direct us to follow Jesus. Lk. 5:11; 9:23; 14:27; Jn. 6:68; 8:12; 10:27; 12:26; 14:6; Matt. 7:21; 10:38; 16:24; 19:21; Mk. 8:34; Rom. 8:29; 1 Peter 2:21; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 5:1,2; Heb.12:2, 3.  
d. What does Jesus mean when He says, “Come follow me?”
i. Read Lk. 9:20-36.
1. Who did Peter say Jesus was? 
2. What did Jesus predict would happen to Him in 9:22?
3. What must one do to “come after” Jesus in 9:23?
4. Explain what it means to deny self?
5. How does denying oneself and taking up his cross daily relate to following Jesus in 9:23?
6. Explain 9:24 in your own words.
7. What does 9:25 teach about priorities? Why is that important?
8. How are people sometimes ashamed of Jesus? How can we understand this passage in light of the teachings of Rabbi Jesus?
9. Can we be forgiven of the times we have been ashamed of Jesus?
10. In 9:29, what happened to Jesus’ appearance? Give another Bible example where something similar happened. Explain the difference.
11. Who came to talk to Jesus, and what did they discuss in 9:30,31? What did these other men have to do with Jesus’ death?
12. What did Peter suggest should be done in 9:33? What is the significance of this statement? How does understanding this helps understand what follows?
13. What is the significance of the fact Moses and Elijah disappeared? What does this teach about Jesus compared to Moses and Elijah?
14. What is the purpose of God’s statement that we should hear Jesus? What does this show about Jesus? 
e. Jesus, our rabbi, is not here in the flesh, so how can we follow Him like Elisha followed Elijah, like His disciples followed Him while still on this earth?

