John, Seeking to be the Greatest
Matthew 20:20-28
Opener:  We as Christians are commanded to love one another. Why is that so difficult to do?

1. What does the passage tell us about how each person or group reacted to John’s mother’s request?  Jesus?  John and James?  The disciples?  Can you blame them?

2. Do you think John’s mother made this request on her own or was she put up to it? Explain.

3. What does this request reveal about the popular view of the Kingdom of God?

4. What did Jesus mean when He asked John and James if they were prepared to “drink the cup” Jesus would drink (verse 22)? Was their answer honest? Was it realistic? 

5. What contrast does Jesus set up between the Gentile kingdom and God’s kingdom?

6. [bookmark: _Hlk190065580]How does Jesus model this servant leadership. 

7. In what ways are you expecting others to serve you? How did Jesus serve you?

8. In what ways are you serving others?

Reliable church tradition says that John lives a long life in the city of Ephesus. As an old man he was exiled to the prison on the island of Patmos, where he received the visions recorded in the book of Revelation. John also was moved by the Holy Spirit to write the Gospel of John and the three New Testament letters of John. The early church father Irenaeus says that John died a natural death during the reign of the emperor Trajan (ruled A.D. 98-117).

