Jesus, Bring in the Outcast-Matthew
1. Read Matt. 9:9-13, Which is most surprising to you about this encounter between Jesus and Matthew:  that Jesus identifies with some unacceptable people, that Matthew throws a party, or that the religious leaders are upset? Explain.

2. Matthew undoubtedly had previous contact with Jesus. He probably heard Jesus teach in Capernaum or had seen Jesus heal the sick. What does it tell you about Matthew’s level of commitment to Jesus that he was prepared to leave his old life behind and follow Jesus when he called?

3. What criticism might Jesus have heard when He included Matthew among His closest followers? What would Matthew’s inclusion among Jesus’ disciples communicate to those who thought they were too sinful to change?

4. What does it communicate to our culture when notorious sinners are transformed by Jesus and rises to places of leadership?

5. Do you think Jesus was uncomfortable having dinner at Matthew’s house with Matthew’s friends? Would you feel uncomfortable having dinner today with outcasts/anti-Christians of today?

6. Have you ever thought of someone so bad that they were beyond God’s forgiveness? Have you ever thought of someone who was so hard-hearted that they were beyond repentance? Think of Paul calling himself the worst of sinners (1 Tim. 1:6) or your own lost condition before Christ saved you.  What is Jesus and the example of Paul challenging you to do? Why are people or yourself reluctant to the challenge to be like Jesus in this passage?

7. What are 6 or 7 key terms Jesus uses in His response to the Pharisees in verses 12-13? Why do you         think He   used these terms?

8. Was Jesus calling the Pharisees “healthy” and “righteous’? Explain.      

9. Do you think Matthew regretted his decision to leave his old life behind? Why or why not?

10. What might Jesus be asking you to leave behind in order to follow Him more fully?


