Jesus’ Encounter with Peter
Read Mark 1:16-20 
1. What task does Jesus call Simon and Andrew to in Mk. 1:17, and what are they willing to leave behind as they follow Him?

2. Peter and the other 3 men had met Jesus before this and had spent time with Him in Jn. 1:35-42 and 2:1-11. Why do you think they were now willing to embrace this new level of loyalty to Jesus?

3. Read Mark 8:27-38. This encounter took place at about the midpoint of Jesus’ 3-year public ministry. The opinions of other people about Jesus were really quite flattering. What about Jesus’ ministry would have led people to conclude He was:  revived John the Baptist? Elijah? A prophet? What was lacking in these opinions of Jesus?

4. The disciples had been with Jesus more than a year. Why was Jesus so interested in their conclusions about who He was? How would you personally answer Jesus’ question-who is He to you?

5. Why do you think Jesus tells the disciples to keep quiet about His identity?

6. What does Jesus talk about next, and why is He so intent to communicate this truth?

7. Why does Peter rebuke Jesus? Why was Jesus’ response to Peter so harsh? How was Jesus’ teaching different from what Peter expected?

8. What temptation from Satan does Jesus perceive in Peter’s rebuke in verse 33?

9. Jesus’ rebuke of Peter is followed by His dramatic teaching to His disciples and to the crowd about the cost and the gain of follow Him in verses 34-38? What is Jesus trying to get Peter and His followers to realize about discipleship?

10. What change do you think Jesus wanted to see in Peter as the result of this encounter?

11.  What change does Jesus want to see in you because of these passages?
