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Wise Men and the Christmas Star of     Bethlehem (Matthew 2:1-12) 

      Q1. (Matthew 2:1‐2) Where did the Magi come from? What is the significance of the Star of Bethlehem that the Magi saw? Why do you think the Magi came to find the Christ‐child when they saw the star?  In what way does prophecy prefigure this event? (See vision and interpretation in  Daniel 2) 
	     
      Q2. What does King Herod’s reaction to the news of the Christ’s birth reveal about his character and his understand of Jesus’ potential impact?
 
Q3. (Matthew 2:11a) What do we learn from seeing the Magi prostrating themselves before the child Jesus? What was the significance of this for them? How can we emulate this kind of worship? 
 
Q4. (Matthew 2:11b) Why was it appropriate for the Magi bring gifts to the Christ‐child? How does the extravagance of their gifts reflect their heart attitude? What is the significance of these gifts and how do they reflect Jesus’ identity and mission? What kinds of gifts are appropriate for us to bring? 
 
Q5. Read Matthew 8:5‐13; 21:33‐44; 22:2‐13; 24:14; and 28:19. What do they have in common? What relation does the visit of the wise men have to Matthew’s theme of bringing the Gospel to 
the Gentiles? How should we be applying this mandate in our own lives? 








  Where did the wise men come from? The text says “the east” (anatolē), the direction from which the sun rises. There are three main possibilities: 
1. Parthia or Persia. 
2. Babylon 
3. Arabia or the Syrian desert 
What kind of “star” did they see? We don’t know for sure. Possibilities include: 
1. A supernova or “new star” 
2. A comet 
3. A planetary conjunction 
You
Discussion questions fro Matt. 2:1-12
Copilot
Sure! Here are some discussion questions for Matthew 2:1-12, which covers the visit of the Magi:
Matthew 2:1-12 Discussion Questions
1. Significance of the Star: Why do you think the star was significant to the Magi, and what does it symbolize in the context of Jesus' birth?
2. Role of the Magi: Who were the Magi, and what can their journey tell us about the recognition of Jesus' significance beyond the Jewish community?
3. King Herod's Reaction: What does Herod's reaction to the news of Jesus' birth reveal about his character and his understanding of Jesus' potential impact?
4. Worship and Gifts: The Magi presented gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to Jesus. What is the significance of these gifts, and how do they reflect Jesus' identity and mission?
5. Divine Guidance: The Magi were warned in a dream not to return to Herod. How does this instance of divine guidance shape the narrative, and what does it teach us about God's intervention in human affairs?
6. Cultural and Social Barriers: How do the actions of the Magi challenge cultural and social barriers of the time, and what lessons can we learn about inclusivity and the universal reach of Jesus' message?
7. Response to Jesus' Birth: Compare the responses of the Magi and Herod to Jesus' birth. What do these differing reactions teach us about recognizing and responding to the presence of Jesus in our lives?
Feel free to use these questions as a starting point for a deeper discussion. What insights do you find most intriguing from this passage?
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