The Shepherds’ Sign of the Manger (Luke 2:1-20) 
      
      Q1.  What do we know about the “Shepherds”? What can we know about shepherds in Palestine during the time of Jesus' birth?
              Shepherds in Palestine during the time of Jesus' birth were generally considered to be among the lower social classes. Here are some key points about their lives and state
Lowly Occupation: Shepherding was often seen as an unskilled and low-status job. Shepherds were typically poor and lived a nomadic lifestyle, moving with their flocks to find pasture2.
Societal Perception: Despite their essential role in the economy, shepherds were often viewed with suspicion and considered unclean by some religious authorities. This perception was partly due to their constant contact with animals and the outdoors2.

Q2.  (Luke 2:1‐2) Why does Luke name the rulers in 2:1‐2? What point is he making? How does this contribute to the narrative of Jesus’ birth?
 
Q3. Why do you think the journey to Bethlehem was difficult for Mary? Is pleasure an indication that we are in God’s will or not? Any examples from your life? Extra Credit: Argue for or against this proposition: “Being a consistent Christian causes more hardships than just going with the flow.” 
 
Q4. (Luke 2:7‐8) Why do you think the message of Jesus’ birth comes to shepherds, of all people? Why is Jesus born in a stable with a manger for a bed? What is the symbolic importance of Jesus being laid in a manger? What point is God making? 
  
Q5. (Luke 2:11) What are the three titles of Jesus given by the angels? What does each mean? What does this tell us about Jesus’ true identity? 

Q6.  What might Mary be feeling and thinking about in verse 19? How might that inspire us in our reflections and meditations?
 
Q7.  (Luke 2:17‐20). What are responses by the shepherds to the “Good News” reflected in these passages?  Which of these responses to the Good News are present in your life? In what manner do they show themselves? If some are missing, why? What can you do to recover these responses? 
 




