Joseph, Jesus’ Earthly Stand-In Father     (Matthew 1:18-25 and 2:13-23) 
Joseph’s betrothed-Mary and her dilemma 
Mary’s pregnancy had placed her at considerable risk in this society: 
Husband. Her betrothed husband would reject her.  
Penalty. At worst she could be stoned (Deuteronomy 22:13‐30). 
Shunning. She and her bastard child would be shunned. 
Remarriage. The stigma of her supposed adultery would remain with her and taint the   reputation of any husband.  
What do we know about Joseph, stepfather of Jesus

Q1. (Matthew 1:19) What were Mary’s options being pregnant and carrying a baby not her husband’s? What could have happened to Mary? 
Q2. How would you have felt in Joseph’s place in verse 19? What would be the first thing you would do if you were Joseph? What would you say to your family and friends? What would you be saying (praying) to God?
Q3. What kind of character did Joseph exhibit by deciding to divorce Mary quietly and 
leniently? 
 Q3. (Matthew 1:21) What is the difference between the angels’ appearance to Joseph and to Mary? Why do you think the angel gave the name to both Mary (Luke 1:31) and Joseph independently? 
Q4. Look at the genealogies of Joseph (Matthew 1:1-) and of Mary (Luke 3:23-38). What’s the same and what’s different about them? Why was it so important for Joseph to be a descendant of David?
 Q5. (Matthew 1:23) How did the prophetic concept of the virgin conception and the name “Immanuel” find their fullness in the birth of Jesus to Mary? 
 Q6. (1:24‐25) What does Joseph accepting Mary as his wife say about his character? What is the significance for prophetic fulfillment of Jesus as a Son of David that Joseph “named” the child “Jesus”? 
Q7. (2:13-23) What relocation options face Joseph? How did God use prophecy, dreams, faith, and circumstances to guide Joseph? How do you see God working in your life? 
Q8. From Joseph’s responsiveness, what do you learn about faith and obedience?  

