Mary, the Virgin Mother (Luke 1:26-38, 46-56)
The points of this announcement. 
· Mary will become pregnant. 
· Mary will give birth to a son. 
· The child must be given the name “Jesus” (see Matthew 1:21). 
· The child will become a great person. 
· His title will be “Son of the Most High.”  
He will inherit “the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever,” in other words, he will be the long anticipated King of the Jews, the Jewish Messiah, the “Son of David,” who will reign over the Kingdom of God.  Finally, “his kingdom will never end.” Discussion Questions: 

Q1. What were the reasons this “Virgin Mary chosen by God?

Q2. (Luke 1:31‐34) What did the angel’s announcement say about who Mary’s Child was and who he was to become? 
 
Q3. (Luke 1:34) In what way does Mary’s “How?” question (1:34) to the angel’s declaration differ from Zechariah’s “How?” question (1:18)? Why was Mary rewarded and Zechariah disciplined? 
 
Q4. (Luke 1:35) What does the virgin conception teach us about Jesus’ nature? How central is the doctrine of the virgin conception to the Christian message? 

Q5. (Luke 1:36) How does the angel assure Mary of this miracle? 
 
Q6. (Luke 1:38) What is the essence of Mary’s positive response to the angel? What can we learn from her response for our own lives? In what sense was Mary’s response an “informed consent”? When we respond to God, what do we consent to? 
 
Q7. (Luke 1:42‐43) In what sense are the titles “Blessed Virgin Mary” and “Mother of God” appropriate for Mary? Why are we sometimes hesitant to exalt her as “blessed among women”?

Q8. (Luke 1:46-56) What does this Psalm of praise reveal about Mary’s view of God?  When is the last time you celebrated what God is doing in your life? 

