Season 7, Lesson 21-1 Cor.  16, Being like Jesus in a corrupt world

Often the last chapter of 1 Corinthians is a series of random last-minute instructions and good-byes. But Paul is ending this letter by touching on a variety of issues that fight against their core problems of division, pride, and selfishness.  

Sharing generously
1. What is this collection for that Paul is asking from the Greek churches? See Acts 11:30, 24:17, Rom. 15:25-28, and 2 Cor. 8:13-14.
2. How would you explain Paul’s principle about how much to give from verse 2?
3. What is significant about those who are responsible for the gift in vv. 3, 4?

Living like the family of believers
1. After receiving this letter, how do you think the Corinthians felt about Paul’s plan to visit them and on top of that to ask for their help? 
2. Why does Paul delay his visit to the Corinthians? What does that reveal about Paul’s priorities in verses 5-9? What does that teach you about priority setting? 
3. In verses 10 and 11, reading between the lines, what problem do you think Timothy and the Corinthians have? How do you think Timothy is feeling about going to Corinth? How does Paul affirm Timothy? 
4. What fears or hesitations do you think Apollos might have going to Corinth? See 1 Cor. 1:12 and 3:5. Does Paul seem to have reservations about Apollos?
5. In verses 13 and 14, what do you think the Corinthians be on guard? Stand firm in the faith? Be courageous? Be Strong? How would you practice these in love? 
6. What were the attributes of the leaders in Corinthians?
7. What should the Corinthians imitate regarding the household of Stephanas and the others? Why? 

Conclusion: 
1. What is the general tone of these last verses? What stands out to you in these verses? 
2. What do you know about Priscilla and Aquila? See Acts 18: 1-3, 18-19, 24-26.
3. What do verses 19-24 show us about the attitude we should have towards other believers?

