Season 5, Lesson 3-Sermon on the Mount
Read Matthew 5:21-26
1. From our previous study, Matt. 5:17-20, is Jesus trying to change the Law or teach the proper understanding of the Law?

2. How do you think the Pharisees interpreted this commandment, Exodus 20:13? 
a. How did Jesus interpret this commandment? Discuss in reference to Gen. 4:1-8.
b. How was Jesus’ interpretation of this commandment different from the Pharisees?

3. What does Jesus say our heart attitude should be toward our brother as part of this commandment?
a. What is our attitude when we use words of contempt and derogatory terms towards another?
b. Why do we gossip and disparage others?
c. What does Jesus say is our eternal outcome if we don’t repent?

4. In verses 23 and 24 the offering of a gift at the altar is a type of religious act. What do these verses imply about the importance of doing a religious activity compared to seeking reconciliation with your brother?

5. Verses 25 and 26 talk about settling disputes with others. 
a. What principle is Jesus driving at in the settling of disputes with others? 
b. What attitude should we have toward others who believe we have not treated them fairly?

6. How would you summarize the heart attitude that Jesus is urging in these verses?

7. How does this passage (verses 21-26) illustrate Jesus’ statement in Matt. 5:20?

8. Remember Jesus says we are “salt” and “light” in Matt. 5:13-16. 
a. How is living out verses 21-26, seasons and gives light to our world? 
b. How does this disciple each other and those who don’t know Jesus? 

9. Why does Jesus focus on this Law, “Do not murder,” first of all the other laws?


 						     
