Season 7, Lesson 11-1 Corinthians 9, Being Like Jesus in a Corrupt World

1. Read 1 Cor. 9:1-18, overall, how is this section a continuation of chapter 8?
a. What are Paul’s rights that he is entitled to?
b. Why doesn’t he take advantage of these rights?
c. How is Paul’s ministry (life) an example for the Corinthians to follow?

2. What is Paul’s deepest passion in these verses? How is Paul’s preaching of the Gospel put into practice of the Gospel in his own life?

3. In 1 Cor. 9:19, what is more important than freedom to Paul? Why a slave to all?

4. How did Paul become a Jew; however, I thought Paul was a Jew? What law were the Jews under? How did Paul come under the law? See Acts 21:23-26, Acts16:3, and Acts 17:2 Just how serious was Paul about reaching out to Jews?  

5. In verse 21, who is outside the law? What is that law? What laws are Paul subjected to within the parentheses? See Rom. 7:7-12 and 22, Gal 6:2 and Jn.13:34-35.  How would you define these 2 laws?  

6. How did Paul become like the Gentiles? Acts 13:9, Gal. 2:11-15, Acts 15, and where were Paul’s missionary journeys?  

7. What group of people are you especially aware of who need God’s love and Gospel?

8. What does Paul compare his life/ministry to?  What is Paul emphasizing with this analogy? In the context of the previous verses in this chapter, what is the discipline Paul is referring to? What is the crown? Note: Achaian peninsula, where Corinth is located, is noted for games which had races, fights, and musical competitions to honor the sea god Poseidon. Victors received a crown made of a wreath of laurel. 

9. What is the goal of Paul’s quest, his passion, what compels him in this chapter? 

    10. What’s the prize Paul is speaking of: Getting heaven? Not sinning, overcoming the 
            flesh? The congregations he started? Being like Jesus? Love? 1 Thess. 2:19, Phil. 4:1
