Season 7, Lesson 8-1 Cor. 7:1-16, Being Like Christ in a Corrupt World

Opener: If married or dating tell about, how did you meet or what attracted you?

1. In chapter 5:1, Paul dealt with sexual immorality issue of incest, and in chapter 6:15-20, Paul deals with sexual immorality with prostitutes. Now, in chapter 7:1, what is the issue? 

2. What is Paul’s advice to overcome sexual hunger in 7:2-5? What are the guidelines?

3. Inside of marriage, what does he say about sexual intimacy, and abstinence? Within marriage, why would verses 2-5 be the healthy model of sexually? What would be sexual manipulation within a marriage and why? 

4. Are Paul’s answers applied only to the group of believers in Corinth or to all believers for all time? Why? See Gen. 2:22-25, Deut. 5:18, Matt: 5:27-28, Heb. 13:4. 

5. Why is adultery so destructive?

6. Back in 1 Cor. 7:6-7, what is the gift Paul is speaking of? Also, see Matt. 19:10-12. Who, in the Bible, has this gift? Do you know people today that have this gift? 

7. In 7:8-9, what are Paul’s recommendations for those who are single?
 
8. What recommendations does a believing spouse have to a non-believing mate in verses 12-16? What does it mean for a non-believer to be “sanctified” by their believing spouse? What will be the impact on the children? Why would a believing spouse want to stay with their unbelieving spouse?

9. If Paul were around today as a marriage counselor, what would his counsel be for those who are considering marriage? What would he say to those who are struggling in their marriage? What about those who are trapped in a marriage to an alcoholic, drug addict, or sexually abusive person? 

10. What is Paul’s general principle in verses 17-24? What are the 3 examples he gives?    
  What situations would this principle apply to today? 

       11. How can we help each other in this chaotic confusing world about marriage and                                                                                                                                  
               sexuality today? 
