Season 7, Lesson 6-1 Corinthians 5, Being like Jesus in a Corrupt World

 Opener: In a city as immoral as Corinth, are you surprised that there is sexual immorality in this young church? How about the church today?

1. Why does Paul react so strongly about the immoral brother in the church? What does he tell them to do in verses 5 and 13? Why should they do that? Explain verse 5:5. Why would disfellowship be the loving thing to do?

2. In Matt. 18:15-18, what would loving steps of disfellowship look like? What would be Jesus’ desire in this situation? Knowing Jesus’ desire, how would that determine your attitude and actions toward someone like the immoral brother in chapter 5?
 
3. In verses 2 and 6, what wrong attitude do the Corinthians have toward this problem of sexual immorality in the church? How is that harmful within and outside the church?

4. From the yeast imagery (6-8), what is Paul’s concern if this situation is allowed to continue to go on without discipline? 

5. Why are the Corinthian Christians a “new batch without yeast” (verse 7)? What does it mean to keep the “Festival” in verse 8? What’s the difference between “yeast” and “without yeast”?  Refer to Rom. 12:1-2 and 1 Peter 2:4-5 and 9-10.


6. What type of behaviors does Paul call for disfellowship in verse 11? 

7. What does Titus 3:10 say about someone who is divisive? Why is divisiveness called out by Paul?

8. In 2 Thessalonians 3:11-15, who must the church disassociate from? Why is this behavior destructive to the church? What is the purpose of disassociation? Is this person still a brother or sister? Why is that important?

9.  What standards does Paul give for relating to those outside the church versus those inside the church? Why the difference? How would this principle affect your attitude and actions toward non-Christians in this world? 

    10. Paul is clear that believers need to avoid bad influences and seek good influences,   
           (1 Cor. 15:33). So, what boundaries do you need to draw with those who are not
           Christians?  So, why should Christians have relationships with non-Christians? 

    11.  Has this chapter informed and/or changed your views relationships in and out of the 
            church? About disfellowship? 
           

