Season 7, Lesson 4-1 Corinthians, Being like Jesus in a Corrupt World
Read 1 Corinthians 3
Opener: Can you think of something you didn’t understand as a child that you now understand? 

1. From verses 1-4, what are the characteristics of worldly (infants) versus spiritual mature people?
2. In verses 5-9, what did Paul and Apollos do? 
a. What do Paul and Apollos have in common?
b. Why is it significant that only God makes it grow? Can we feel overwhelmed by producing church growth? Or dismiss our purpose?
c. What is the Corinthian church?  Who is the owner?
d. Can Paul, Apollos, or anyone in Corinth boast? Why?

3.  What is the metaphor for the Corinthian church in verses 6-15?
a. Objects of the metaphor: Building-Corinthian church members; Paul-laid foundation-Jesus Christ; “someone else”-builder of church (work); building materials- gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, straw; fire-judgement.
b. Interpretation-What can happen to the builder of a church?

4. In verses 16 and 17, what is God’s temple? (“you” is plural in Greek)
a. Who makes the temple (church) holy? Why?
b. What is outcome of one who destroys God’s church?
c. In the context of 1 Corinthians, how is a church destroyed?
d.  In Romans 16:17-18, what does Paul say about those who divide the church?

5. In verses 18-20, what is foolishness in God’s sight?

6. In verses 21-23, Paul reminds the Corinthians of the divisions based on boasting in personalities, including himself. What should they be boasting about?

7. For us, what is the difference between respecting a Christian leader and the problem Paul deals with here? Have you been in a similar position to the Corinthians, caught up following a Christian leader above Jesus? 

8. In verse 23, why do the Corinthians possess all things? What overwhelms you?

9. Relook at Phil. 4:4-7 and 4:13 while in light of 1 Cor. 3:21-23. 

     10. What is the hierarchy in verse 23? See 1 Cor.11:3 and 15:24-28.
