Season 7, Lesson 2-Being Like Jesus in a Corrupt World
Opener: If you could “boast” about one thing regarding yourself or your family, what would it be?
Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
1. In verse 18, who are “those who are perishing”? Why is the cross the power of God?
a. 2 Cor. 4:2-6, What do we learn from Paul about sharing your faith?
b. Acts 17:18-21 and 17:32-33, How are the responses of the Athenians like today?

2. In verse 19, how does the cross destroy the wisdom and intelligence of men? 

3. Why does God want to destroy the wisdom of men? Didn’t he create us with wisdom?
a. How about man’s wisdom: engineering, the natural sciences, medicine, mathematics, astronomy, the arts, psychology, and philosophy.
b. What is the “wisdom of God” that Paul is referring to?

4. Explain verse 21. What does it mean “in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God”? What must people give up to see God’s power of the cross? 

5. Why is Christ crucified a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Greeks? 
a. What did it mean to die on a cross back then?  
b. What was the Greeks view of the gods? Why is our God so different?

6. If the Jews search for signs and the Greeks wisdom, what do people in our world seek?

7. What does it mean the “foolishness of God”? Can you think of any examples of this in the Bible? (Gideon fighting Midian with only 300 men. God chose 12 uneducated, Galilean men to spread the Gospel.)

8. What makes the difference with those who are called? Why is it wisdom to us and not others? Are we just smarter?

9. Who is verse 26 talking about when it says, “Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were of noble birth.”?  

10. Why in verse 27, 28 did God chose the foolish, the weak, the lowly, the despised and the things are not? See Eph. 2:8-10. 

11.  What has Jesus brought to us in vs. 30? What is the role of the Gospel in vs. 30?

12.  What and why is the warning in verse 31 from Jer. 9:24? The context is the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple by the Babylonians. Also, see James 4:6 

14. Why is the plan of salvation perfect in balancing God’s justice and grace?
