Season 6, Lesson 22-What Is Our Response to the Gospel?
4. Baptism in Gospels and Acts  
a. John’s baptism, Luke 3:1-20
i. What was John’s mission? 
ii. How does the quote from Isaiah 40:3-5 define John’s mission? What stands out the most to you?
iii.  In verses 7-9, what is John predicting that will be coming?
iv. What will save the people in his audience? 
v. Despite the bad news of coming judgement, what was the good news and hope that John preached in Luke 3:15-18?
vi. What was the response of John’s hearers? 
vii. John proclaimed a “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” What makes John’s baptism different from the water rituals? 
5. Baptism of Jesus, Matt. 3:13-17
a. The earliest and most frequent art is the baptism of Jesus. The Christian festival of the Epiphany, celebrating the baptism of Jesus, started in late 2nd century, well before Christmas-started mid-4th century in Rome and widespread around 9th century.
b. Jesus came to John to be baptized, why didn’t John want to?
c. What was Jesus’ reason for being baptized? To fulfill righteousness
i. Jesus identifies Himself with sinners who need cleansing, Is. 53:12, Jesus is numbered with the transgressors. Is. 53:4, 12; Lk. 22:37
ii. He identifies with all those who were looking for the Kingdom of God as proclaimed by John. 
d. What did Jesus experience at His baptism?
i. Jesus, son of David, anointed into priesthood by John. Ex. 40:12-15; Zech. 6:9-13 
ii. Jesus anointed by the Holy Spirit, Is. 42:1-4 
iii. God declares His relationship with Jesus. Lk. 3:22, prophesied in Old Testament- Ps. 2:6-9, Is. 7:14
iv. It is the divine commission to start Jesus’ mission. Prophesied-Is. 61:1,2; fulfilled in Lk. 4:21 
v. It anticipates His own death, burial, and resurrection.
vi. Jesus’ baptism is a model for Christian water baptism Rom. 6:1-10, which later participants are anointed with the Holy Spirit, Acts 2:33 and 38, participate in the death of Jesus and an act of discipleship that commits us to the way of the cross, Lk.9:23-26. We model Jesus-Rom. 8:29
