Season 6, Lesson 13-Why Do We Need the Gospel?

Opener: Should Christians only be buried when they die?

1. Jesus’ burial: Read Matt. 27:57-66 and Jn. 19:38-42
a. Why does the burial of Jesus matters?
b. What was significant about Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus claiming the body of Jesus? What risks did they take claiming the body? How did that change their lives?
c. What is significant that Jesus was buried in a new tomb of the rich? 
d. Who witnessed the burial of Jesus?
e. What are some of the aspects of Jesus’ burial in the Gospels that disprove theories such as body theft or swoon theory?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-8. What is Paul reminding the Corinthians of what they have received and must take their stand? Why of first importance? What is the Gospel?

     3. What is the spiritual impact of the Gospel for us? Read Romans 6:1-11
                a.  How is the image of baptism a symbol of what Christ did?
	     b.  How is the image of baptism a symbol of the Gospel?
                c.  When were you buried in baptism? What was buried in vs.4?
	     d.  What would be a Christian funeral?
	     e.  To become a Christian, what is the reset point? See Col. 2:11-12
                f.   How do you live out the Gospel every day? Col. 3 
                g.  How does Jesus describe living out the Gospel? Matt. 16:23-25

Why is the Gospel of first and lasting importance in our lives ? 
