Season 6, Lesson 12-Why Do We Need the Gospel?
The Parable of the Compassionate Father

Read Luke 15:11-32.  15:1 and 2 gives the context of the audience.
1. In this parable, the younger son are tax collectors and “sinners”, the father is our God, and older brother are the Pharisees and teachers of the law.

2. If you had been the “father”, would you have given the inheritance to the younger son? When does one usually receive an inheritance? What does this say about God?

3. As a parent, would you have let your son/daughter just take it all and leave to who knows where?  If you had been the parent, would you have looked for your child in a “far country”?  What does this say about God’s view of freewill for humanity? 

4. What were the steps that lead the “younger son” to return home? Does the father try to rescue the younger son? Why?

5. Do you think the “father”, God, was too forgiving and throwing and extravagant party for His returning child? Would you have had reservations about your returning child? 

6. How do you think the returning younger son felt about the father’s reception? 

7. How do you think the older son felt about his younger brother and the party? Why? (In this culture, not going to the feast, was a sign of grave disrespect for both younger son and especially the farther.) 

8. At the end of this parable, who is the unrepentant, who is in a “far country” from their father, God? What does this parable say about forgiveness?

9.  What is the lesson in this parable for you?

10.  At the end of the parable, if you had to go to one of the 2 brothers with a problem, who would you choose? Why? 

11.  How can the church reflect God in our world today?
