Season 6, Lesson 7-Why We Do Need the Gospel?

Opener: What New Year’s resolution have you started with good intentions only to have it fizzle out?

Read Romans 7:7-25

1. How close have you come to illustrating the statement:  I do not understand what I do?  Like, why did I do that!

2. From reading this passage what is your impression about Paul?

3. According to Paul, what purpose does the Law serve?

4. Why do you think God’s law was given:
a. A means to follow to be saved?
b. A guide to follow once we are saved by grace?
c. A stumbling block, impossible to follow, which only points the sinner to God’s grace?
d. How do verses 10, 12, and 22-23 support your answer?

5. What is the root problem of people which Paul exposed through his own example in verses 14-25?

6. In what area of your life is the spirit willing but the flesh weak: Undisciplined lifestyle?  Lack of spiritual discipline?  Selfish ambition?  Gossip?  Uncontrollable anger?  Envy?  Uncharitable?  Sexual immorality?  Impure thoughts?
  
7. In the midst of his frustrating struggle, what is Paul’s hope in verses 24-25?

8. Considering your own struggles with sin, how do you feel about Paul’s conflict?  
a. How is this a model for a healthy realistic self-image?
b. How is it a model for taking appropriate responsibility?
c. How is it a model of humility and affect your treatment of others? 

9. What can you give thanks to God for despite the struggles you have?

10. Pray for one another in our struggles against sin!

