Season 5, Lesson 10-Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 7:1-12, It’s all about encouraging relationships, not being condemned, or manipulated! The Christian community is not individualistic but a community of encouragement toward God and one another.

1. Why does Jesus tell us not to judge others in verses 1-2? 

2. How do these verses expand on Jesus’ statement about the merciful in 5:7?

3. According to Jesus, why are we often unfit to be judges in verses 3-4?

4. Some have assumed that Jesus was forbidding all judgement, even in law courts. How would you respond to this suggestion?

5. What steps must we take to truly help a brother or sister in verse 5?

6. Is verse 6 about judgement or discernment? Why?  

7. What kinds of people do you think Jesus refers to as “dogs” and “pigs” in verse 6?
a. Dogs were unclean by law, half wild/half domesticated, contemptible.
b. Pigs were the ultimate of unclean, eat anything (no ethics) forbidden.

8. Why is it futile, even dangerous, to talk with such people about the a fault or the gospel?

9. What is the thought progression in verses 1-6, on how to deal with a brother or sister who has a fault, a sin issue, that is troubling? 

10. What encouragement does Jesus give those who ask, seek, and knock? How does this relate to the previous 6 verses? How can we be assured of these promises?

11.  The Jewish Talmud states, “What is hateful to you, do not do to anyone else.” Confucius says, “Do not to others what you would not wish done to you.” How does the golden rule, verse 12, go beyond these commands?      

12. Think of a relationship that is presently strained or broken. How can this passage help to mend that relationship? How would the “rule of love” apply to the relationship you just thought of? 
                                                                                                 
