Season 5, Lesson 8-Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 6:7-15-Lord, teach us to pray.
1. Where do you go when you need to pray? What do you find yourself praying for the most often?

2. Using the prayer (known as the Lord’s prayer) as a model, 3 things related to God are expressed first (vv. 9-10).
a. What does the phrase “Our Father in heaven” (vs. 9) tell us about God?
b. What does it mean to “hallow” (honor) God’s name (vs. 9)?
c. God is already King. In what sense is His kingdom and perfect will still in the future?
d. In our self-centered culture we are often preoccupied with our own little name, empire, and will rather than God’s. How can we combat this tendency?

3. Why is it appropriate to pray for actual “daily bread”?
a. What, also, can “daily bread” mean in our daily lives?

4. What do verses 12, 14 and 15 say to you about the relationship between forgiving and being forgiven? Why does Jesus link those two actions? 
a. Read 1 John 1:9. What is the role of confession?
b. Back in Matthew, Jesus expounds on forgiving others in vv. 14 and 15. If we pray without forgiving others, what is the condition of our heart?  
c. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus discusses our heart’s attitude toward others in 5:21-26 and 5:43-48. How is forgiving others the first key link fulfilling His will? 
d. What is essential for God answering our prayers?

5. If God cannot tempt us and trials are beneficial (James 1:2, 13), then what is the meaning of verse 13?
a. What does this petition reveal about our weaknesses? 
b. What are the areas of weaknesses and spiritual frailties that we have?

6. Who is the “evil one”? 
a. What do these verses tell you about the Devil?
1. 1 Peter 5: 8,9
2. Ephesians 6:10-18
b. Considering these verses, explain why we would need God’s help?

7. In what ways do your prayers need to resemble this model prayer more closely?
8. To enrich your prayer life, try to compose your own prayers modeling the “Lord’s prayer”.
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