Season 5, Lesson 7-Sermon on the Mount: Matthew 6:1-8, 16-18.
Being genuine with your relationship with God. Up to now, Jesus’ sermon has been dealing with our relationships with others but now it focuses on God and us.

Matt. 5:20, “Unless your righteousness must surpass that of Pharisees and scribes, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Reflect on during this study.  Think about which of your words and actions might a person find hypocritical?

1. What principle is Jesus making in verse 1? What comes to mind when you read about the hypocrites in verse 2?

2. In verse 1 Jesus commands us “not to do your acts of righteousness before men, to be seen by them.” In 5:16, He said, “let you light shine before men, so that they may see your good deeds.” Is there a contradiction here? Explain.

3. What does Jesus mean when He says, “But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing?” Why is this important? See verses 2 & 4

4. In what ways are we tempted to be hypocritical in our giving?

5. What was wrong with the way hypocrites prayed in Jesus’ day? How about today?

6. Why and how is our praying to be different in verse 6?

7. How do you think the reward the Father will give us in verse 6 differs from the reward we receive from others in verse 5?

8. In verse 16 Jesus assumes Christians will fast, why and how should we fast?

9. Fasting was a way that people were trying to seek the approval of others. In what other areas are we tempted to seek the approval of people rather than God?

10.  How can these passages help to purify our motives?
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