Season 5, Lesson 6-Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 5:38-48: Being like who? Like God!?

Reflect on this question through this study. When have you found it difficult to forgive another person?
1. Jesus quotes “Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth” from Ex. 21:24. How would this command help Israel’s judge clarify the meaning of justice? How would it also limit the extent of revenge?

2. The Pharisees evidently extended this principle from the law courts (where it belonged) to the realm of personal relationships (where it did not belong). How would this have an impact on personal relationships?

3. Looking at verses 39-42, how would you contrast our natural responses in such situations with the responses Jesus expects of us?

4. What is accomplished by turning the other cheek or going a second mile?

5. In what situations might Jesus’ commands apply today?

6. In what ways is Jesus’ command extraordinary in verses 46-48?

7. Does all this mean that Christians are to be doormats for the world to walk on? Explain

8. How was Jesus himself an example of the principles “Do don’t resist an evil person” and “Love your enemies”?

9.  What effect does your relationship with God have on your ability to love others, even those who hurt you? 

10.  How does loving our enemies help us to practice forgiveness like God?
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