Season 5, Lesson 4-Sermon on the Mount
Read Matt. 5:27-30
1. Again, these verses are related to Jesus’ statement in Matthew 5:20 that “unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  What do you think the Pharisees’ interpretation of the 7th commandment (Ex. 20:14) was? How did Jesus’ interpretation differ from the Pharisees?

2. Did the Pharisees’ interpretation of the 7th commandment consider the 10th commandment about not coveting your neighbor’s wife (Ex. 20:17)? How did Jesus’ interpretation fit in with the 10th commandment?

3. Does Jesus say in verse 28 that lusting after a woman leads to the sin of adultery or did he say that lusting after a woman is adultery?

4. What are the functions of the eye and the hand that Jesus is talking about in verses 29-30? For what purpose would you want to cut them out of your body?

5. Do you think Jesus is literally asking us to gouge out our eye or cut off our hand? By using these metaphors how is Jesus emphasizing the importance of protecting our minds and spirits from temptation in this area?

6. What are some practical, specific ways that we can “gouge out our eyes” and “cut off our hands” to fight lust and to experience sexual faithfulness, purity of heart, and freedom?

7. Does Jesus expect his followers to obey this standard of faithfulness and purity from the heart?  How do we as Christians reconcile our inability to fully obey this command with the need to follow Jesus’ teachings regarding it?  See Rom.3:22, 8:11-14 and 1 Jn. 1:9

8. Where do you personally set up your “security fences” relating to lust? Please share with others what steps you have taken or want to take to address the issue of lust in the heart?

9. Sexual sin is rampant and so accepted in our society (an understatement) which affects all of us. How can we protect and help each other and be “salt” and “light”? 

10. Pray for each other.
