Season 5, Lesson 1-Sermon on the Mount
What’s your favorite seasoning and how do you love to use it?

Read Matthew 5:13-16

1. Why does Jesus use these two metaphors for His followers right after the Beatitudes? Are the beatitudes preparatory for being salt and light?

2. What is the significance of Jesus using the Greek plural for “you” rather than singular? 

3.  What were the uses of salt in the time of Jesus?  Salt changes the taste and preserves but doesn’t change the food. How does that metaphor apply to Jesus’ disciples?

4. What is the warning for His disciples in the second half of verse 13? Can a disciple of Jesus go into sleep mode, apathy, retirement, seclusion, or hiding?

5. What was used for light in the ancient world? What does it mean to let your/our light shine according to verse 16? What good deeds did Jesus and the church do in the first century?  

6. How does that inform you/us about where your/our light shines? Are you selective or do you shine everywhere and all the time, keep in mind the warning in verse 15? 

7. How do these 2 metaphors illustrate inclusiveness of the church? 
a. What did we see Jesus doing in His world and for all humanity?
1. Matt. 15:21-28, Jesus and the Canaanite woman
2. Matt. 9:9-13, Calling of Matthew
3. John 4:1-ff, Jesus and the Samaritan woman
4.  Matt. 8:5-13, Faith of the centurion and Gentiles will feast with Abraham.
5. John 3:16-17, Did Jesus invite the whole world to be saved? 

8. How can we, as Christ’s church, be salt and light in our neighborhood and community? Consider your resources, skills, talents and gifts the Jesus has given you?
a. 
b. 
c. 
