Encountering Jesus Through the Beatitudes-Season 4, Lesson 8
Matthew 5:10-12, “Blessed are those who are persecuted because righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad because great is your reward in heaven. For in the same way, they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
1. In this passage, what are the two reasons for being persecuted? What is the reward in both passages for being persecuted?
2. What are the persecutions in these verses?
3. What is the response to persecutions by the followers of Jesus in 5:12? Why?
4.  A short review in the Gospels, Jesus was persecuted, insulted, and falsely accused. What were some of the points of opposition to Jesus? 
a. Matt. 9:11-Jesus eats with tax collectors and sinners; 9:14-not fasting as others; 11:19-a glutton and a drunkard; 12:1-14-healing on Sabbath; 13: 53-58-prophet is without honor in his hometown; 12:24-Jesus drives out demons by Beelzebub. 
b. John 2:12-25-Jesus clears temple, protested by temple authorities; 5:1-15 and 9:1-ff-healing on Sabbath; 7:1-5-opposition from his own family; 8:58, 59-Jesus claims of be God’s Son, and they try to stone Him; 10:30-39-try to arrest Jesus for claiming to be one with God; 11:1-ff plot to kill Lazarus and  Jesus; and finally the crucifixion.
5.  John 15:18-27, 1. What are the disciples going to face that Jesus is warning them about?    2. Why are the disciples going to feel the brunt of this anger?     3. What is so sad about the people who will turn their anger on the disciples?    4. What help can the disciples expect and what must the disciples be prepared to do?      5.  Why didn’t Jesus warn them earlier?
6. What are Christians being persecuted, insulted, or falsely accused of in USA today?   Have you ever been persecuted, insulted, or falsely accused of for being a Christian like in the New Testament? Consider our earlier study in Acts.
7. Discuss the previous Beatitude, being a peacemaker, and how you would respond being persecuted for your faith in Jesus? Are you able to live out your faith and make an impact for Jesus today?
8. Discuss this quote from the Serendipity Bible as it applies to your faith: “I know for whom and for what I am living. And for this I am willing to suffer and (if need be) stand alone for what is right. I can take criticism without reacting defensively or feeling self-pity. “ 
