Encountering Jesus Through the Beatitudes-Season 4, Lesson 4
1. In the first 3 beatitudes we have moved from humility, Godly sorrow for sin, and a posture of submission to God.  Now in Matthew 5:6, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”
2. To be “Blessed” we must look towards God, our relationship with Him and our need for Him. We now desire the righteousness of God, but we realize, because of our brokenness, the only way is through Jesus and His atoning death, 2 Cor. 5:21, “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
3. Read Luke 19:1-10
a. Construct a probable personal, moral, social status, and economic profile of Zacchaeus.
b. Why do you think he wanted to see Jesus? What was his motivation?
c. What was Zacchaeus’ response in verse 6 when Jesus asked to stay at his house? What would you feel if Jesus wanted to spend time with you, your family, and friends? Would you have felt different if Jesus just wanted to spend time with just you?
d. What were the social barriers that Jesus broke down when He invited himself to Zacchaeus’ home?
e. What are the attributes of God, Exodus 33:18-20 and 34:5-7, reflected by Jesus by inviting himself and staying with Zacchaeus? 
f. Judging from Zacchaeus’ response in verse 8, was Zacchaeus filled with the righteousness of God? Why? What does Zacchaeus value in life now?
g. How would you evaluate Zacchaeus’ conversion, authentic and sincere or impulsive and short-lived? Why?
h. In verse 10, how does Jesus use this opportunity to reaffirm His overall mission?
i. What is the role of hospitality in Jesus’ ministry?

4. Zacchaeus teaches us that when you make a solid effort to experience Jesus, you are rewarded.  What keeps you from climbing that tree to get a better view of Jesus?
