Encountering Jesus Through the Beatitudes-Season 4, Lesson 3
1. In the first 2 beatitudes we have moved from “poor in spirit” to realizing our brokenness (mourning) to now, Matt. 5:5- “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”
2. It appears that Jesus has in mind Psalms 37:11. Scan Psalm 37 together and point out the contrast between blessings from a willingness to submit (meekness) to God and curses for the wicked, rebelling from God. 
3.  From scanning Psalm 37, what “does inherit the earth” mean?
4. Read Matthew 11:25-30.
a. Why is the Gospel hidden from the “wise and learned”? Why is Jesus thankful?
b.  What relationship did Jesus describe between Himself and the Father in vs. 27? Why is that so important to know here?
c.   In vs. 29, Jesus says we should take up His yoke. A yoke is a wooden bar that joins two animals, like oxen, together so they can pull a wagon, plow, etc. together. They would often yoke an older ox with a young ox to train the young ox to pull properly. It is symbolic of the Rabbi/disciple relationship.
d. In vs. 29, the Greek word for “gentle” is the same word for “meek” and some translations use the term “meek”. 
i.  So, how did Jesus describe Himself in vs. 29? 
ii. In what sense is He “meek and humble”? Think of Him as he teaches His disciples, the “woman at the well”, calming Peter as he admits his sinfulness, washes His disciples’ feet.
iii.  If we are trained under Jesus’ yoke, what characteristics would we have? What would be our blessing?  See Psalms 37:39, 40.
