Encountering Jesus Through the Beatitudes-Season 4, Lesson 5
1.  Matt. 5:7, “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”
2. Jesus, in the Beatitudes, turns more directly to the character of His followers in relation to others.
3. Definition of mercy is compassion shown to others, especially to an offender. Mercy, also, is from one who is empathetic, understands and feels the needs of others. Multiple times in the Gospels, the sick cry out “Lord have mercy” and Jesus heals.
4. If you are filled with the righteousness of God, the fourth Beatitude, you will show mercy to others. You treat others better than they deserve. 
5. How are the “merciful” shown mercy? 
a. James 2:12, 13-Are you perfect? Do you want God to be “just” at your judgement?
b. Proverbs 14:21-in this passage, how does one sin by despising someone? 
c. Acts 20:35-Why is one more blessed to give? Why would giving be the imitation of God? See Luke 9:23 and Eph. 4:32-5:2
6. Read Matthew 18:21-35, Merciful versus Unmerciful
a. Offenders in Jesus’ day were forgiven up to 3 times, a 4th offense need not be forgiven. What does Jesus’ answer in 18:22 say?
b. How does the Parable of the Unmerciful Servant extend Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness? 
c. In refusing to be merciful to others what do we deny ourselves? See Matt. 18:31-34 How is mercy and forgiveness linked?
d. How is mercy/forgiveness intertwined in our relationships with God and others? In resolving conflicts?
e. What should God’s mercy produce in you?
f. Which is hardest for you to do? Asking for forgiveness, giving forgiveness, forgive over and over, forgive and forget?
g. What do we ask of God over and over?
h. How has God’s forgiveness affected your life and your willingness to forgive? 
