Season 3, Episode 10- “Out of Egypt I Called My Son”
Opener:  Can you recall a bittersweet moment/event in your life?
Read Matthew 2:12-23
1. What does verse 12 and previous verses say about the spiritual relationship between God and the Magi? 

2. Based on Herod’s response to the news of the coming Messiah, what does it say about his view of the Messiah?  

3. What is so disturbing of the slaughter of babies in an otherwise joyous account of the birth of Jesus?

4. What does this passage tell you about Joseph’s relationship with God?  His roles as husband and father? The practice of his faith?

5. What did Joseph do to take the child out of “harm’s way”? How would this affect his lifestyle, job, where he lives, his relationship with Mary?

6. From Joseph’s responsiveness to God’s call, what do you learn about faith and obedience? 

7. How would you compare Joseph’s faith and trust in God to your own? What command from God do you struggle with? What is your favorite excuse for not doing what God tells you to do?

8. In verse 22, was Joseph’s fear a lack of trust in God, anxiety over unseen threats, or extra safeguard for his family? How did God minister to Joseph’s fear?

9. What is Matthew’s point in emphasizing God’s watchfulness over Jesus? 

10. What is Matthew’s point in fulfillment of Hosea’s and Jeremiah’s prophesies? See verses 15, 17-18, and 23.



Extra Bible Exploration-Digging Deeper 

1. What is Matthew’s point in fulfillment of Hosea’s prophesy in verses 15?  Context of Hosea 11:1-ff is when Israel was a young, loose knit people, descendant of Abraham and enslaved in Egypt. God rescued them, but Israel rebelled. How is Jesus the fulfillment of God’s intent for His people, Matthew 5:17-19?

2. Matthew 2 quotes Jeremiah 31:15, read Jeremiah 31. 
a. The context of Jeremiah 31 is the 2 kingdoms of Israel have been completely conquered and their people have been carried off into exile, but now Jeremiah speaks of the 2 kingdoms being restored starting in chapter 30 and continues in 31.
i. Jer. 31:1-God addresses all of Israel
ii. Jer. 31:2-22-Restoration of the Northern kingdom, Israel
iii. Jer. 31:23-26-Restoration of the Southern kingdom, Judah
iv. Jer. 31:27-40-Israel and Judah together, New Covenant is established
b. In Jer. 31:15, that was quoted in Matt. 2:17 and 18, who does Rachel and her children represent? See Gen. 29:18, 30; 46:19-20. Note: When Babylon conquered Judah, they turned Ramah, North of Jerusalem, into a detainment camp for Jews being led into captivity. Why is “Rachel” weeping and for whom? What phrase in this verse denotes absolute hopelessness?
c. How can the fulfillment of Jer. 31:15 and tragic massacre in Bethlehem be good news for the Jews in Jesus time?
d. See Hebrews 10:10-18, how did Jesus’ once-and-for-all sacrifice make future sacrifices unnecessary and fulfillment of the Jeremiah 31?  
e. What is the “New Covenant”? What makes the “New Covenant” possible? 

3. Read Revelation 12:1-6, who is the woman, the red dragon, and the woman’s child? Why are these verses great news and bad news for us?

