Season 3, Episode 6-Joseph at the Crossroads of Faith
Matt. 1:18-25
Opener:  What positive qualities do you know of your dad or mom come to mind as you recall your childhood?
1. If you were Joseph, what would be your emotions after hearing your fiancé is pregnant and you’re not the father!? Betrayal, falsehood, wounded pride, embarrassment, protective. Why?

2. What does verse 19 lead you to think about the character of Joseph?  In what way is Joseph an example for us in verse 19?

3. In the dream, the angel said that he is to take Mary as his wife who carries the son of God, what might be some of Joseph’s fears or anxieties of being the foster father, nurturer, protector of God’s son?

4. When Joseph awoke after the dream, what did he do, or not do?

5. What do you think he told his family and friends? Or maybe he didn’t them anything? If you were a friend of Joseph, how would you have reacted to Joseph’s explanation of Mary’s condition?

6. In verse 21, what name is Joseph supposed to give Mary’s baby? What does it mean? Who are Jesus’ people in this verse? What is mankind’s real problem? So, who are Jesus’ people?

7. In verses 22-23, what does Jesus’ other name mean? How does this fulfill prophesy in Isaiah 7:14 and 9:6-7? What does “Immanuel” suggest about the way God saves us from sin? See Philippians 2:6-11.

8. What does it mean that God came into this world as a baby? Look at a baby and imagine you’re looking at the face of God? 

9. What did it mean personally to Matthew, the former tax collector, that Jesus was Immanuel God? See Matt. 9:9-13; 6:33. What does “Immanuel” mean to you?
