Encountering Jesus Through the Beatitudes-Season 4, Episode 1
Opener: Who was your best teacher in school? What was it about that teacher that made this person special?
1. Matt. 5:3-What is the character quality that Jesus says is needed to possess the kingdom of Heaven? 
a. What is “poor in spirit”? See Isaiah 66:2 and Luke 18:9-14
b. What is not “poor in spirit”? Luke 18:9-14 and James 4:6
c. “Poor in spirit” is realizing you are spiritually bankrupt and totally dependent on God to be delivered.

2. John 4:4-30 This is a familiar story many of us have read and studied before but let’s focus on what moves this woman’s heart to poor in spirit?
a. How does Jesus break the “ice” of gender, ethnic, and religious barriers? Are there people you know that have barriers between them and Christians? How would you break down those barriers?
b. Where and what is the transition from physical to spiritual in this story? 
c. What are the spiritual obstacles in this woman’s life that keep her from “poor in spirit”? What were your spiritual obstacles before knowing Jesus? 
d. Do you know people with spiritual obstacles to knowing Jesus? What are those obstacles?
e. When did the woman realize her spiritual bankruptcy, “poor in spirit”? Another way of phrasing John 4:17, 18 is how are your decisions in life working for you? 

3. What aspects of Jesus’ conversation in John 4 could you use as a model for your own discussions with genuinely searching family, friends, and acquaintances? Note:  John 4:34,35

4. What are some other incidences of Biblical characters discovering they are “poor in spirit”?  Some examples are: Peter after denial of Jesus, Saul on the road to Damascus

